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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable BRIAN
SCHATZ, a Senator from the State of
Hawaii.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

O God, our shield, as we approach the
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., holiday,
we thank You for raising up leaders
who appeal to the better angels within
us. Use our lawmakers to lead the
quest for justice to roll down like
waters and righteousness like a mighty
stream. As they lead our Nation, guide
them around the obstacles that hinder
their progress, uniting them for the
common good of this great land. Lord,
enable them to go from strength to
strength as they fulfill Your purposes
for their lives in this generation. May
they stand for right and leave the con-
sequences to You.

We pray in Your holy Name. Amen.

——————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

THE PRESIDING OFFICER led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. LEAHY).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 16, 2014.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable BRIAN SCHATZ, a Sen-

Senate

ator from the State of Hawaii, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
PATRICK J. LEAHY,
President pro tempore.
Mr. SCHATZ thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————

HOMEOWNER FLOOD INSURANCE
AFFORDABILITY ACT OF 2014—
MOTION TO PROCEED

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
proceed to Calendar No. 294, the flood
insurance legislation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 294, S.
1926, a bill to delay the implementation of
certain provisions of the Biggert-Waters
Flood Insurance Reform Act of 2012 and to
reform the National Association of Reg-
istered Agents and Brokers, and for other
purposes.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, on this
issue alone we have been trying for
months to move this vote. On our side
we have heard constantly, persistently,
and always from Senator LANDRIEU in-
dicating how important this is to her
State and to our country. So I would
hope we can finally have a pathway
forward on this today with a consent
agreement.

It is my understanding Senator ISAK-
SON of Georgia is going to come to the
floor soon and we will try to do that. I
just want to alert everyone to the fact
if that isn’t going to work out, we are
not going to delay this any more. We
will file cloture and move on it when
we get back from our next work period.

SCHEDULE

Following my remarks, Mr. Presi-

dent, and those of the Republican lead-

er, the Senate will resume consider-
ation of the House message to accom-
pany H.R. 3547, which is the legislative
vehicle for the Omnibus appropriations
bill.

The filing deadline for first-degree
amendments to the House message is 1
p.m. today. Under the rule, the cloture
vote on the motion to concur in the
House message to accompany the om-
nibus will be an hour after we come in
tomorrow morning. There have been
requests by both Democrats and Re-
publicans to move the vote forward,
and if that is possible—I am happy to
cooperate with all Senators, if the ma-
jority of the Senators would like to do
this early—I will be happy to see if we
can get a consent agreement to do
that.

We are also working, as I have indi-
cated, on the flood insurance bill and
we will continue to work on that.

MEASURE PLACED ON THE CALENDAR—S. 1931

Mr. REID. Mr. President, S. 1931 is
due for a second reading, I am told.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by
title for the second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1931) to provide for the extension
of certain unemployment benefits, and for
other purposes.

Mr. REID. I object to any further
proceedings with respect to this legis-
lation.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard. The bill will
be placed on the calendar.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE BENEFITS

Mr. President, on this side of the
aisle, we have not put to one side and
forgotten about unemployment com-
pensation extensions for 1.5 million
desperate Americans. I wish to just
spend a minute or two on this issue,
but we have not forgotten this and I
want to direct everyone’s attention to
an editorial in one of America’s leading
newspapers of today. Here is what it
said.
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